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On March 18 in Brasilia, Superior Labor Tribunal (TST) magistrates reached a unanimous decision
describing the strike by employees of the state-run oil company PETROBRAS as "abusive." The
court ordered investigations to file criminal charges against union leaders. The decision stated
that the strike is abusive because its timing violates limitations as specified in the nation's labor
code. Union leaders are blamed for failing to provide essential services at refineries. Last week, the
tribunal ordered 30% of the strikers back to work to carry out minimal activities at the refineries
toward limiting severe fuel shortages. Union leaders said that because the court order was unclear,
they authorized a smaller proportion back to work. Next, employees who returned to work were
described as lacking necessary qualifications to operate the refineries. The tribunal further ordered
all PETROBRAS employees, numbering about 52,000, back to work on March 19. Oil worker unions
are demanding a 161% wage hike. Consumer price inflation over the previous 12 months has been
calculated at 460%. As a result of the strike, oil output dropped by 9%, and refining, pumping and
distribution activities by 20%. (Basic data from EFE, 03/18/91)
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